Order of Service at the United Reformed Church
November 30, 2025 9:30 a.m.
First Sunday of Advent

APPROACHING GOD

Prelude Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence YPicardy,” arr. Livingston
(A time of silence to prepare our hearts to worship; please silence your cell phone)

Salutation
Grace and peace from God the Father and Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Candle Lighting Liturgy (Stanli Zarebczan)
After generations of silence, God spoke again.
Hope was born in the promise of a child.
We light this candle for hope—
Hope that God still breaks through human impossibility.
Hope that prayers long unanswered are not unheard.
Hope that light is on its way.
Come close, O God of Hope.
Come close and speak again.

(Light the first Advent candle.)

Call to Worship

God’s story has been told from generation to generation.
We come to remember and rejoice in the truth.

When the world tells a story of fear,
We hold fast to the story of hope.

Come, people of God, draw close to the One who keeps every promise.
We come to worship the God who writes truth into our lives.

*Opening Hymn (#168 Blue Book) Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Call to Confession
When the silence stretches too long, we begin to doubt the promise. But Advent

reminds us that even in delay, God is still near. Let us confess the ways we’ve lost
hope in the waiting.

Prayer of Confession

Faithful God, You have written Your story across generations, yet we lose sight of
Your faithfulness. We rush past the quiet beginnings of grace, seeking proof
instead of presence. We forget that hope grows slowly—word by word, promise by
promise. Forgive our impatience and restore our trust in the truth that never fades.
Amen. (a moment for silent confession)

Words of Assurance
Hear the good news: The story is still true. From the manger to the cross to the
empty tomb, God has been faithful. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and
held in hope.
Thanks be to God!
Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you.

HEARING GOD’S WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading Luke 1:1-4
The Word of God, for the People of God!
Thanks be to God!
Sermon You Can Trust This
RESPONDING TO GOD

Hymn of Response (Insert/Projection) Soon and Very Soon

Please Remain Seated
*Affirmation of Faith (Insert)

Of the Father’s Love Begotten 13th century plainsong
(Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He,
of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore!)

Offertory



*Doxology Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
*Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of The People and The Lord’s Prayer

Announcements

*Closing Hymn (#169 Blue Book) 0 Come, O Come Emmanuel
*Benediction

Postlude Prepare the Way, O Zion Swedish melody, arr. Cassler
Our Invitation

Welcome to United Reformed Church! As we join together in prayer, song, and
praise to God, we pray that the blessings and fellowship you find here will enrich
your life. If you are physically able, an asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to stand.

Bold text signifies opportunities for the congregation to read and respond
responsively.

Pastor Office Hours: Wednesday 5-7 PM, Sunday 10:30 AM-12:30 PM
Church Office Hours: Tue, Thurs, and Fri 9AM-2PM; Wed 3-7 PM

/ Church Staff \

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Lillian Hines pastorlillianhines@gmail.com
Director of Music: Jeffrey Kunick
Office Administrator: Kimberly Rembis urc352@verizon.net

Church Phone: 973/365-1666
Pastor’s Cell Phone: 609/248-0494
Website: www.unitedreformedchurchofclifton.org
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